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September 23, 2010
Dear Immaculate Conception School Community,

In preparation for our Accreditation visit in the fall of 2012 and because of some concerns about the safety of our walker dismissal procedure, I have carefully studied the entire dismissal process over the last several school months. When we completed our accreditation ten years ago we were sited for an unsafe carline dismissal. We were required to remedy the situation immediately. Going forward we all want to make sure we have a dismissal system that meets accreditation standards but more importantly we want the safest practices in place for your children.

After a lengthy consultation with faculty, the Catholic Schools Office and the Newburyport Police, I have the following observations:

· Our carline is safe and fast. However, parents must cooperate by having a car sign in the passenger side window and they must refrain from getting out of the car. School staff will assist children into their cars. If a parent must get out of the car they must pull over and turn off the car.

· Our walker line is safe when students obey the crossings guards, cross only at corners, and walk down Harris Street. If children are walking as siblings, older siblings must meet younger siblings (grade 3 and under) in the lobby. Younger siblings will not be allowed to walk alone to the Library.
In addition to promote safety throughout the process:

· Younger children meeting parents will be dismissed at 2:50 to a parent or designated guardian through the grade one door near the church and the play ground. 

· It is safest to send transportation changes in writing to the office the morning of the change.
I want to thank you for your cooperation in making this time of our school day run safely and smoothly. Our goals are the same; safe, happy children!
Warm regards,

Mary Reardon

Principal
